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UNIFIL
United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon
Background
The history of UNIFIL stretches back to 1978, the night of March the 14th when Israeli forces invaded Lebanon and occupied the southern part of the country. 
In response the Lebanese government immediately turned to the UN Security Council for assistance. On March the 19th the UN Security Council adopted the resolution 425 (1978) in which Israel would have to respect Lebanon’s sovereignty and independence and withdraw its forces from all Lebanese territory. 
At the same time, the Security Council adopted resolution 426 (1978) which established the UNIFIL. The Interim force would have the duties to confirm the withdrawal of Israeli forces, help restore peace and security and assist the Lebanese government in ensuring the return of its effective authority in the area. The first UNIFIL troops arrived on March the 23rd 1978.
Mandate and current situation
After the war in Lebanon in 2006 the Security Council adopted resolution 1701, thus significantly enhancing UNIFIL and expanding its original mandate. The resolution regulates the mandate to this day and includes:

· Monitor the cessation of hostilities; 

· Accompany and support the Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF) as they deployed throughout the South, as Israel withdrew its armed forces from Lebanon at the time; 

· Coordinate these activities with the Governments of Lebanon and Israel; 

· Help ensure humanitarian access to civilian populations and the voluntary and safe return of displaced persons; 

· Assist the LAF in taking steps towards the establishment between the Blue Line and the Litani river of a free of any armed personnel, assets and weapons other than those of the Government of Lebanon and of UNIFIL deployed in this area; 

· Assist the Government of Lebanon in securing its borders and other entry points to prevent the entry in Lebanon without its consent of arms or related materiel. 
Other duties are day and night-time patrols, establishment of observation points and clearance of unexploded ordnance. Since the war 2006 over 4,594,372 square meters of land in southern Lebanon have been cleared and 31,365 explosive ordinances have been disposed. 

In addition to its tasks, UNIFIL operates in support of LAF that has primary responsibility for ensuring security in the area. Apart from their daily operational activities to implement their respective mandates, UNIFIL and the LAF also conduct joint military exercises, training activities and exchange experiences through a joint lecture program. Close cooperation between the two is seen as the key for the implementation of Security Council resolution 1701 (2006).
As of 2015, the UN Security Council extended the UNIFIL mandate until August 31st 2015 and has at the same time acknowledged for UNIFIL to reinforce its presence on the ground, in order to intensify patrols across the area of operations and along the Blue line in coordination with the Lebanese Armed Forces. 
Recent reports show that from February the 12th 2015 UNIFIL’s force consists of 10323 peacekeepers, from a total of 38 troop-contributing countries: 

Armenia
Austria
Bangladesh
Belgium
Brazil
Brunei
Belarus
Cambodia
China
Croatia
Cyprus
El Salvador
Fiji
Finland
France
Macedonia
Germany
Ghana
Greece
Guatemala
Hungary
India
Indonesia
Ireland
Italy
Kenya
Korea
Malaysia
Nepal
Nigeria
Qatar
Serbia
Sierra Leone
Slovenia
Spain
Sri Lanka
Tanzania
Turkey
The UNIFIL Headquarter is located in Naqoura and the mandate is located throughout most parts of southern Lebanon such as Addaisseh, Al Tayyaba and Houla to give some examples. 


Swedish co-operation by year
March-July 1978: Sweden contributed with a temporary force from the Swedish battalion of UNEF II during the first four months of the UNIFIL presence in Lebanon. After that period the assistance was mainly medical.

August 1980- April 1992: UNIFIL hospitals were manned with Swedish personnel, later on the hospital work became part of the maintenance battalion.  Sweden had also staff in the international military police unit as well as on various items in the UNIFIL headquarters. 
July 1988- February 1993: the position of UNIFIL’s force commander was held by Lieutenant-General Lars-Erik Whalgren, one of Sweden’s highly noted officers.  Sweden has also been a part of UNIFIL Personal representative of the Secretary-General for Southern Lebanon with Rolf Göran Knutsson during 2000 to 2001 and Staffan de Mistura until 2005.
April 1994: Sweden's commitment to UNIFIL ceased as a result of additional tasks in Yugoslavia. 
Summer 2000: teams from Sweden and Ukraine get the main responsibility for mine-clearance. 

2006: Sweden decided to contribute with two corvettes for the UNIFIL naval task force for maritime surveillance (MTF) when it was established in 2006 through resolution 1701. The main task being to assist the Lebanese Naval Forces in preventing the smuggling of illegal shipments in general and armament shipments in particular. 
In total Sweden has contributed with 8148 positions in UNIFIL and of the 256 personnel’s killed, 7 have been Swedish.
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